Nine eriophyoid mites, including two new species and five new records, from Iran are described and illustrated. They are Aceria acroptiloni Shevchenko & Kacalev, 1974, rec. n. on Rhaponticum repens (L.) Hidalgo (Asteraceae
Introduction
During growth season 2010, field surveys were conducted by the second and forth authors in the north eastern provinces of Iran. A variety of locations mainly in Mash-had region were surveyed and sampled for potential eriophyoid symptoms and species presence. Among the eriophyoid mites that were identified, two species were found to be new to science and five species are reported for the first time from Iran. By this study, the total number of Eriophyoidea mites of Iran increased to 95 species (Xue et al. 2009; Xue et al. in press ).
Materials and methods
The specimens were recovered from plant materials by means of direct observations under a dissecting microscope. Collected mites were preserved in 70 % ethyl alcohol and later mounted or freshly collected specimens were placed in lactophenol solution for 5-7 days in room temperature then mounted in Hoyer's medium. Slide mounted specimens were identified by the first and third authors. The morphological terminology used herein follows Lindquist (1996) and the generic classification is made according to Amrine et al. (2003) . Slides were mounted and specimens were measured following de Lillo et al. (2010) . Specimens were examined with a Zeiss A2 (Germany) research microscope with phase contrast and semi-schematic drawings were made. Photos of slide mounted mites were taken with the same microscope (100× oil immersion objective with 10× eyepieces), connected to a computer using Axiovision image analysis software. It was not possible to provide illustrations of the lateral views for some of the species described here because of the mounting position on slides. For each species, the holotype female measurement precedes the corresponding range for paratypes (given in parentheses). All measurements are in micrometers (μm), and are lengths when not otherwise specified. Description. Female (n = 11, dorsal view): Body vermiform, [67] [68] wide; light yellow. Gnathosoma 22 (22-23), projecting obliquely downwards, pedipalp coxal seta (ep) 3 (2-3), dorsal pedipalp genual seta (d) 5 (5-6), cheliceral stylets 20 (20-21). Prodorsal shield 28 (28-33), 37 (37-38) wide, median, admedian and submedian lines complete and parallel, with many short lines and granules at lateral; anterior shield lobe absent. Scapular tubercles near rear shield margin, 28 (28-29) apart, scapular setae (sc) 52 (52-56), projecting posteriorly. Coxigenital region with 7 (7-9) microtuberculated annuli. Coxisternal plates with short lines, anterolateral setae on coxisternum І (1b) 7 (7-8), 12 (12-13) apart, proximal setae on coxisternum І (1a) 25 (25-27), 8 (8-10) apart, proximal setae on coxisternum ІІ (2a) 58 (53-58), 25 (25-26) apart, tubercles 1b and 1a apart 7 (6-7), tubercles 1a and 2a 8 (8-8) apart. 35 (35-37), 45 (45-46) wide, median, admedian and submedian lines complete and parallel, with many short lines at lateral; anterior shield lobe acuminate. Scapular tubercles near rear shield margin, 25 (25-26) apart, scapular setae (sc) 42 (45-45), projecting posteriorly. Coxigenital region with 8 (8-9) microtuberclated annuli. Coxisternal plates with short lines, anterolateral setae on coxisternum І (1b) 14 (14-16), 13 (12-13) apart, proximal setae on coxisternum І (1a) 28 (28-30), 11 (10-11) apart, proximal setae on coxisternum ІІ (2a) 42 (42-45), 26 (26) (27) apart, tubercles 1b and 1a apart 7 (6-7), tubercles 1a and 2a 8 (8-9) apart. Prosternal apodeme 10 (10-11). Legs with usual series of setae. Leg І 40 (40-42), femur 10 (9-10), basiventral femoral seta (bv) 13 (13-14); genu 5 (4-5), antaxial genual seta (l'') 31 (31-33); tibia 8 (7-8), paraxial tibial seta (l') 10 (10-11), located at 1/3 from dorsal base; tarsus 7 (7-8), seta ft ' 19 (16-19) , seta ft '' 27 (27-28) , seta u' 7 (7-8); tarsal empodium (em) 9 (9-10), simple, 5-rayed, tarsal solenidion (ω) 10 (10-11), tapered. Leg ІІ 36 (36) (37) (38) , femur 8 (7-8), basiventral femoral seta (bv) 13 (13-14); genu 4 (4-5), antaxial genual seta (l'') 15 (14-15); tibia 6 (5-6); tarsus 7 (6-7), seta ft' 12 (12-13), seta ft '' 31 (31-33) , seta u' 6 (5-6); tarsal empodium (em) 10 (10-11), simple, 5-rayed, tarsal solenidion (ω) 11 (11) (12) nate. Scapular tubercles near rear shield margin, 22 (22-24) apart, scapular setae (sc) 43 (43-44), projecting posteriorly. Coxigenital region with 6 (6-7) microtuberclated annuli. Coxisternal plates with short lines and granules, anterolateral setae on coxisternum І (1b) 11 (8-11), 10 (10-11) apart, proximal setae on coxisternum І (1a) 29 (27-29), 7 (7-8) apart, proximal setae on coxisternum ІІ (2a) 45 (45-48), 21 (21-22) apart, tubercles 1b and 1a apart 5 (5-6), tubercles 1a and 2a 7 (7-8) apart. Prosternal apodeme 6 (6-7). Legs with usual series of setae. Leg І 38 (38-41), femur 10 (10-11), basiventral femoral seta (bv) 14 (14-15); genu 5 (5-6), antaxial genual seta (l'') 32 (32-33); tibia 5 (5-6), paraxial tibial seta (l') 8 (7-8), located at 1/3 from dorsal base; tarsus 8 (7-8), seta ft' 24 (24-25), seta ft ''30 (28-30) , seta u' 5 (5-6); tarsal empodium (em) 6 (6-7), simple, 4-rayed, tarsal solenidion (ω) 10 (10-11), slightly knobbed. Leg ІІ 33 (33-35), femur 8 (8-9), basiventral femoral seta (bv) 12 (12-13); genu 3 (3-4), antaxial genual seta (l'') 12 (12-13); tibia 4 (4-5); tarsus 7 (7-8), seta ft' 6 (6-7), seta ft'' 30 (30-31), seta u' 5 (5-6); tarsal empodium (em) 6 (6-7), simple, 4-rayed, tarsal solenidion (ω) 10 (10-11), slightly knobbed. Opisthosoma: opisthosoma dorsally with 66 (66-69) annuli, with round microtubercles on rear annular margins, ventrally , 37 (37-40) apart, scapular setae (sc) 17 (17-18), projecting posteriorly. Coxigenital region with 7 (6-7) microtuberclated annuli. Coxisternal plates with few short lines, anterolateral setae on coxisternum І (1b) 4 (4-7), 14 (13-14) apart, proximal setae on coxisternum І (1a) 23 (23-28), 7 (7-8) apart, proximal setae on coxisternum ІІ (2a) 47 (45-47), 27 (25-27) apart, tubercles 1b and 1a apart 6 (5-6), tubercles 1a and 2a 11 (10-11) apart. Prosternal apodeme 6 (6-7). Legs with usual series of setae. Leg І 37 (37-40), femur 9 (9-10), basiventral femoral seta (bv) 14 (14-15); genu 5 (5-6), antaxial genual seta (l'') 24 (24-25); tibia 8 (7-8), paraxial tibial seta (l') 4 (4-5), located at 1/3 from dorsal base; tarsus 7 (7-8), seta ft' 22 (22-23), seta ft '' 27 (27-30) , seta u' 5 (5-6); tarsal empodium (em) 7 (6-7), simple, 4-rayed, tarsal solenidion (ω) 8 (8-9), slightly knobbed. Leg ІІ 34 (34-37), femur 9 (8-9), basiventral femoral seta (bv) 13 (12-13); genu 4 (3-4), antaxial genual seta (l'') 10 (10-11); tibia 6 (5-6); tarsus 7 (7-8), seta ft' 7 (6-7), seta ft '' 28 (28-30) , seta u' 6 (5-6); tarsal empodium (em) 7 (6-7), simple, 4-rayed, tarsal solenidion (ω) 8 (8-10), slightly knobbed. Opisthosoma: opisthosoma dorsally with 35 (35-38) annuli, with round microtubercles at lateral, ventrally with 64 (64-68) annuli, with round microtubercles on rear annular margins. Setae c2 23 Differential diagnosis. This species is similar to Aculus alfalfae (Roivainen, 1950) , (from Medicago sativa), but can be differentiated from the latter by prodorsal shield with submedian lines and granules (prodorsal shield smooth in Aculus alfalfae), dorsal annuli with granules at lateral (dorsal annuli smooth in Aculus alfalfae), empodium 4-rayed (empodium 6-rayed in Aculus alfalfae).
Remarks. Alfalfa (Medicago sativa L.) is native to Asia Minor. The wild types in the Caucasus and in the mountainous regions of Afghanistan, Iran and adjacent regions. Now, alfalfa is widely cultivated throughout the world as fodder plant for cattle. The new species were described from the local/native plant from Iran. 
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